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PROPOSED CLAIM AMENDMENTS 
FOR DISCUSSION PURPOSES ONLY 

79. A method of sharing virtual folder items stored in a fi le system of an 

operating system, che method comprising: 

storing a plurality of items in a file system of an operating system located 

on a user's computing device ; 

storing in the operating system one or more values corresponding lo 
operating system properties for each of the plurality of items stored in the file 
system; 

displaying via the operating system a data object corresponding to a 
virtual folder comprising one or more of the items stored in the file system* 
wherein the virtual folder comprises a locatio n -independent view of said one or 
more items ; 

receiving via the operating system a user request to share one or more ot 
the items in the virtual folder with one or more sharees, wherein sharing the one 
or more items comprises allowing direct access to the us er's computing device on 
which the one or more items arc stored; and 

setting permissions on the one or more shared virtual folder items to 
provide the one or more sharees direct access to said shared virtual folder items 
stored in a file system on the user's co mputing device, wherein setting 
permissions comprises setting an operating system permission property on each of 
the one or more shared virtual folder items. 
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9 1 . One or more computer readable media storing computer-executable 
instructions which, when executed on a computer system user's computing devi.ce comprising an 
operating system, perform a method of sharing virtual folder items stored in a file system of the 

operating system, the method comprising: 

storing a plurality of items in a file system of an operating system located 

on a user's computing device : 

storing in the operating system one or more values corresponding to 
operating system properties for each of the plurality or items stored in the file 
system; 

creating via the operating system a data object corresponding to a virtual 
folder comprising one or more of the items stor ed in the file system, wherein the 
virtual folder comprises a location-independent view of said one or more items, 
and further wherein the location-independen t view is based on metadata 

associated with the one or more items: 

i 

displaying via the operating system a the data object corresponding to * 
the virtual folder comprising una or more of the Homo storod in the file syst e m , 
wherein said virtual folder is navigable according to one or more arbitrary 
parameter* independent of said Olc system ; 

receiving via the operating system a user request to share one or more of 
the items in the virtual folder with one or more sharee^ wherein sharing the one 



PAGE 4/5 * RCVD AT 7/8/2008 3:07:09 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] 1 SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-5/16 ' DNIS:2734039 * CSID:8164215M7 1 DURATION (mm-ss):00-54 



07/08/2008 14:04 FAX 8164215547 SHOOK HARDV & BACON @ 005/005 

or more items comprises allowing direct access to Lhe u scr^ computing device on 
which the one or more items are stored ; and 

setting permissions on the one or more shared virtual folder items to 
provide the one or more sharees direct access to said shared virtual folder items 
stored on the user's computing device , wherein setting permissions comprises 
setting an operating system permission property on each of the one or more 
shared virtual folder items. 

1 03. A method of sharing virtual folder items stored in a file system of an 

operating system, the method comprising: 

storing a plurality of items in a file system of an operating system located 

on a user's computing device ; 

identifying a virtual folder comprising one or more of the items stored in 
the file syste m, wherein the virtual folder comprises a location-independent view 
of said one or more items ; 

receiving at the operating system a request to share one or more of the 
items in the virtual folder with one or more sharees; and 

in response to the sharing request, setting by the operating system user- 
access permissions on the one or more shared virtual folder iiems in the file 
system, the user-access permissions designating permission levels for the one or 
more sharees on the one or more shared virtual folder items. 
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